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Village of Smoky Lake 


(Revised January 1959) 
1. LOCATION: 


Southwest quarter of Section 21-59-17-W4 in census division No. 14. 
This location is 80 miles North-east of Edmonton on Highway 28 and on the 
Edmonton-St. Paul line of the Canadian National Railway. 


2. ALTITUDE LATITUDE LONGTITUDE: 
2,056 feet 50/41 115/13 


3. TEMPERATURE: 


Mean summer temperature - 55.3 deg. F. 
Mean winter temperature - 19.8 deg. F. 
Mean average temperature - 34.6 deg. F. 


Note: The foregoing is estimated from data obtained from the nea- 
rest weather stations. There is no record of all-year weather conditions 
for this district. 


4. RAINFALL 


Average rainfall - 10.74 inches. 
Average snowfall - 45.6 inches. 
Average total precipitation - 15.30 inches. 


Note: The foregoing is estimated from data obtained from the nea- 
rest weather stations. There is no record of all-year weather conditions for 
this district. 


D. GEOLOGY: 


The bedrock of this area underlying the glacial deposits is the Belly 
River formation of the Upper Cretaceous period. This formation is a series 
of light-colored sandstones and shales. This horizon, in other parts of the 
province, includes dinosaur beds and coal seams. 


6. SOIL: 


The soil varies from black to transition (nearly black and gray woo- 
ded). | 


Black: Soil Profile - The normal profile has a black to very brown 
surface horizon that averages about 12 to 14 inches in depth. The more 
compact horizon beneath is brown to dark brown, and the lime layer is 
from 30 to 40 inches below the surface. 


Fertility. - Soils in this zone are the most fertile in the province and 
they have in their surface foot about three or four times as much nitrogen 
and organic matter as the average brown or gray wooded soil. 


Vegetation. - Grassland which has been partially invaded by wood- 
lands, (mainly deciduous trees) often referred to as parkland. 
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Land Use. - A high percentage of the zone is arable. Wheat of fairly 
good quality can be grown, but mixed farming is more popular and profi- 
table. 


Transition. Soil Profile. - Generally quite mixed, ranging from nearly 
black to gray. The surface horizon consists of a thin layer of semi-decom- 
posed litter which may be absent in burned over areas, underlain by a mi- 
neral horizon that can be divided into two parts. The upper part may be 
black, gray black or dark brown. The lower part is frequently somewhat 
leached of organic matter and considerably grayer than the upper part. 
The total depth of these surface horizons averages about 10 to 12 inches. 
The lower horizons ave generally dark brown in color and lime is found 
at depths of about 30 co 40 inches. 


Fertility. - Transition soils are usually not as rich as those of the 
black zone. Leaching of the surface horizons have resulted in the loss of 
some plant foods. 


Vegetation. - Mainly woodland in which the tree growth is frequen- 
tly denser and has more evergreens than the black zone. 


Land Use. - A system of mixed farming which includes legumes in 
the crop rotation, supplemented with applications of fertilizer when re- 
quired, is generally practised. 


7. HISTORY: 


According to legend, Smoky Lake was named by the early Indians 
for a smoke-like vapor which rose from the lake, obscuring the opposite 
shore. 


Most of the early settlers to the Smoky Lake district came by Red 
River cart or ox train, and some came by raft or scow on the Saskatche- 
wan River. These settlers included such men as Tom Dewernychuk, John 
Stogrin, John Ternoway and K. Zaharichuk. 


Tom Dewernychuk was the first storekeeper and postmaster. In 
1909 the first Greek Orthodox church service was held by Rev. Puchalsky. 
Later Rev. Puchalsky built the first church in the settlement. 


Settlers in the Smoky Lake district had very little contact with the 
rest of the world. During the summer, it was necessary to freight supplies 
in from Fort Saskatchewan, and in the winter the pioneers had to depend 
on Lamont. This procedure was followed until 1919 when the Canadian 
National Railway completed its branch line to St. Paul. Then the commu- 
nity expanded with greater rapidity than the settlers had ever imagined. 


This was the year that the Standard Bank opened for business in 
Smoky Lake. This bank was later taken over by the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce which still operates in the district. 1919 was also the year that 
Smoky Lake took over the only hospital in the district, and moved it from 
the hamlet of Pakan to the village. This hospital had been built from mate- 
rials floated down the North Saskatchewan River. The hospital is at the 
present time maintained by the Municipal District of Smoky Lake. Dr: C. 
H. Lawford, now deceased, arrived in Smoky Lake with the distinction of 
being the first physician in the district. 


In 1920, the citizens of Smoky Lake built a school. They employed 
H. E. Evans as Principal; he taught classes along with another teacher, Mrs. 
Sutton. 
) 


Smoky Lake was incorporated as a village in 1922. The councillors 
were W. A. Czumer, N. W. Gavinchuk and K. Chernochan. The same year, 
Sam Kostynicek built Smoky Lake’s first hotel. 


Smoky Lake’s growth since then has been gradual, and probably 
little noticed by those who live there. However, in 1946, it was large enough 
to warrant electrical service, and Canadian Utilities Limited, with a 10-year 
franchise, undertook to supply the commodity. 


In 1953 water and sewer was installed in the village. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS: 


In the village of Smoky Lake, there are 275 houses, about 90 percent 
owner-occupied. Average rent fo rfive-room house with electricity is $45 
a month. However, there is a housing shortage in the community, although 
ample desirable building sites are available. 


Schools offer courses in grades 1 to 12, including senior matricula- 
tion, a full commercial course, household economics, woodwork and auto- 
motive courses. 


The village lies in the valley of the North Saskatchewan River. It 
is well wooded with poplar, willow, balm-of-gilead and other deciduous 
trees. Hanmore Lake, a short distance from the village, is an ideal spot 
for boating, fishing and swimming. 


9. ADMINISTRATION: 


The village is governed by a mayor elected from the council each 
year, and two councillors - one elected each year for a three year term. 
The Secretary-Treasurer carries out the policy set forth by the council. 


There Are Many Fine Homes In Smoky Lake. 
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10. LAWS AND REGULATIONS: 


Building by-laws conform to the National Building Code of Canada. 
The Electrical Code conforms to the Alberta Electrical Protection Act. 
Sanitary regulations conform to the Alberta Public Health Regulations. 


The village maintains one constable. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION: 


The fire brigade consists of a volunteer fire chief, deputy chief and 
30 volunteer firemen. 


Equipment. - 1 Ford fire truck pumper with a 600 gallon water tank, 
chemical tank, hose, ladders, axes, etc. The pumper will pump water at 
250 G.P.M. at 120 lb. pressure. 


There are nine fire hydrants conveniently located throughout the 
village. | 
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12. TAX STRUCTURE: 
1958 Net Assessment 


Land; 100 per cent. of value ws 2 $ 87,320 

Improvements, 100 per cent of fair value ......... 421,570 

BUSINCSS ee eee eee 79,685 

| ed 3) (2! alten es = sabeebeiceo ied Msesnindin dl Dinh stesnciaci ars’ ipsa tnetn ob a 8 35,400 
$623,975 

Mill Rate: 

Municipal School Hospital Total 

28 35 12 75 mills 
13: AREAS: 


Area of village - 124.5 acres. 
Streets and lanes - 25.9 acres. 
Public parks and playgrounds - 14 acres. 


Miles of Road, Streets and Lanes: 
Gravel Improved Earth Others Total | 


miles 
Streets and Roads 3.7 .46 4.16 
Lanes and Alleys 1.00 1.00 
5.16 


There are six miles of concrete sidewalk. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE: 


Storm Sewers - .2 miles. 
Sanitary sewers - 2.03 miles. 
Water mains - 2.89 miles. 


15. POWER: 


Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied to the village under a fran- 
chise by the Canadian Utilities Limited. 
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Residential 


First 10 KWH or less used per month - $1.60. 

Next 25 KWH used per month - .05 per KWH. 

Next 100 KWH used per month - .04 per KWH. 

All over 185 KWH used per month - .0242 per KWH. 
Minimum monthly bill not less than $1.60. 


Payments: The aforementioned net rate applies only when bills are 


paid within 15 days from the date thereof. When not so paid, the gross 
rate (being the above net rate plus five percent) applies. 


Commercial 


Demand Charge: 

First KW of connected load - .90. 

Each additional KW of connected load - .50 net. 
plus 

Energy Charge: 


First 50 KWH used per month - .06 per KW of connected load. 
Next 200 KWH used per month - .05 per KW of connected load. 
All over 250 KWH used per month - .03 per KW of connected load. 


Payments: The above net rate applies only when bills are paid with- 


in 15 days from the date thereof. When not so paid, the gross rate (being 
the above net rate plus five percent applies). 


Power 

Demand Charge: 

.o0 net per month per connected H.P., KW, or KVA. 
plus 

Energy Charge: 


Smoky Lake’s Main Street Is Lined With Progressive Businesses. 
4) 


First 25 KWH used per month per HP, KW, or KVA connected at .06 
Next 50 KWH used per month per HP, KW or KVA connected at .04 
All over 75 KWH used per month per HP, KW, KVA connected at .02 


Minimum monthly bill - $1.00 per connected HP or fraction thereof 


but not less than $2.00 per month. 


Payment: The above net rate applies only when bills are paid with- 


in 15 days from the date thereof. When not so paid, the gross rate (being 
the above net rate plus five percent) applies. 


16. 


WATER 
Water is obtained from local wells and is pumped into a 40,000 gal- 


lon elevated tower. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


Rates per month Water Sewer 
Residential) 2.2).ad 2 ee $4.00 $3.00 
Cate ovine es eee leks Ge 4 oe ee toe 5.00 3.00 
Gatagensnuor NAO A). = ARNO, POA DARE 10.00 6.00 
Storesiigio..to. Vi ae A. - EO, Te Gee 9.00 3.00 
Theatres? (0. 7726 YO8 211. ie Fo Dea 4.00 3.00 
Hotels: oie tens, ee Si ee | Ie are 40.00 25.00 
HOspital tt eS Saeeae ware 1.50 per bed 1.00 per bed 
Schools 4. 28 AR NON eee 2.00 per room 2.00 per room 
HAMS. ccs ctisscintsnr isda eee ee 4.00 3.00 
Locker: 4:30 0 010 Aer eee er nee ie ees 4.00 3.00 
Water Analysis Parts per Million 
Total © solids yeasg..) nesera eee ge ke eee 690 
Ignition #1OSs Poe ee ee eee 172 
Hardness cc ccidete cl Whe ee oe ek Ae cee ere 415 
SUIPHATES 4 neil wis veer ee eal 158 
Chlorid@s = 3iece:...<. Spee ine 8 ee te ee 6 
Alea linn it yraits sap ch Ca a i ah te cea 405 
Nature of Alkalinity - bicarbonate of lime and magnesium. 
Nitrites: 2.0000. ee ee cee eee trace 
Nitrates ocd ate aah a ieee Men ao a AE ee trace 
| ho) | nero e erro se  Srn ere tt Cae Ree te Yee 0.1 


Remarks: Chemically this water is suitable. 


GAS 
Natural gas not installed. 


L.P. GAS 


Heat value - 2521 per cu. ft. at 60 degrees F. 
100 lb. cylinder - $6.50. 

Bulk - 20c per gallon. 

L.P. gas is delivered from Edmonton. 


DIESEL FUEL 


Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per gallon at 60 degrees F. 
Summer grade - 18.2c per gallon. 

Winter grade - 18.2c per gallon. 

Total storage capacity - 13,000 gallons. 
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20. COAL 


Coal is obtained from the Lethbridge, Edmonton area and local 
strip mines. 


Rates per ton Lump Egg Slack 
Lethinid gen AUD Sot $14.50 $13.50 $12.50 
Edmonton ¥ Fa OW. MOI Onn) 12.50 11.50 10.50 


Coal can be secured from local mines at $4.75 per ton at mines. 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES 


Cereals, coal, dairy products, gravel, honey, horses, cattle, sheep, 
hogs, poultry, eggs, sand, straw. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 


Federal 

Post Office. R.C.M.P. Detachment. 

Provincial 

Liquor Store. Alberta Government Telephones. 


Superintendent, Smoky Lake School Division No. 39. 
Smoky Lake School Division No. 39. 


Municipal 

Town Office, Town Clerk, Fire Hall, Municipal Library, Smoky Lake 
Municipal District Office No. 89, Municipal Hospital. 
23. HEALTH SERVICES 

The Smoky Lake Municipal Hospital has 20 beds and 5 bassinetts. 
The staff consists of a matron, 4 graduate nurses and three nurses aides. 


Rates per day 
Canadian Residents Non Residents 
$1.50 $11.00 


Other Health Facilities 
1 private practising physician 
1 veterinary 1 drug store 
- 1 optician calling weekly 
24. PROFESSIONALS & SKILLED SERVICES 
(Not including Health Services) 


Type of Service No. of Establishments 
Beauty Parlors 2 
_ Barber Shops 1 


20. TRANSPORTATION 


The Canadian National Railway from Edmonton to Heinsburg via 
Grand Centre. Sunburst Motor Coaches between St. Paul and Cold Lake, 
three times daily each way. 


Local trucks to and from Edmonton. 


26. NEWSPAPERS 
Smoky Lake Gazette - weekly published in Edmonton. 
i! 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


Canadian National Telegraph 

Alberta Government Telephones 

Post Office Air Mail through Post Office 

Nearest radio stations, Edmonton - CKUA, CFRN, CJCA, CHFA, 


CBX, CHED. Nearest T.V. Station, Edmonton - CFRN-TV. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


30. 


34. 


35. 


FINANCIAL FACILITIES 


Canadian Bank of Commerce Treasury Agency Branch 
HOTELS 

No. of Rooms’ Single Rates Licensed 
Smoky Lake Hotel 23 $1.75 up Yes 
TOURIST CAMPS 
Nil. 
CHURCHES 


Roman Catholic, United, Pentecostal, Greek Orthodox. 


LODGES 
Nil. 


SERVICE CLUBS 
Lions, Canadian Legion, Chamber of Commerce. 


SOCIETIES 
Home and School Association, Red Cross, Agricultural Society. 


SCHOOLS 
The Smoky Lake schools are part of the Smoky Lake School Division 


No. 39. Grades 1-12 are taught along with the following optional subjects: 
French, Music, Art, Typing and Shop. 


36. 


The school population is divided as follows: 


Grades No. of Teachers No. of Pupils 
Elementary 1-6 10 269 
Junior High 7-9 4) 132 
High School 10-12 4 90 


The rural students are transported by bus to the village schools. 


THEATRES AND HALLS 


Capacity Stage Piano 
Capitol 265 yes no 
Ortona Hall - 450 yes yes 
National Hall 250 yes yes 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 


. , The Smoky Lake Municipal Library is sponsored by the village, Go- 
vernment grant and membershipf ees. he library is open every Monday 
and Thursday from-12:45 to 1:15 p.m. and 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. There are 3,972 
volumes in the library. 

Others 
‘Instruction in music, drama, art and various crafts are available. 
One local 5 piece orchestra. 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 


Boys Girls 
Boy Scouts Guides 
Cubs C.G.LT. 
Sea Cadets Calf Club 
Calf Club 4-H Club 
4-H Club | Janie 


39. SPORTS 


Baseball, senior and junior; softball; curling; hockey, senior and 
junior. 

Facilities 

Covered curling rink, 2 sheets natural ice’ 

Open air skating and hockey rink 

Baseball diamond 


School grounds for playgrouds 
Exhibition grounds 


40. FAIRS 
Sports Day 


41. HISTORIC PARKS 
Memorial Park 


42. CO-OPERATIVES 


Alberta Poultry and Egg Pool 
Co-op Livestock Board 
Alberta Wheat Pool 

United Grain Growers 


43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS (See page 11) 


44, SITES 


Smoky Lake offers excellent industrial and residential sites served 
with lights, water and sewer and trackage along the Canadian National 
Railway. 


45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Smoky Lake is situated in the black soils area, but the northern por- 
tion of the district served by the town contains transitional and wooded 
soil types. The farms average about 320 acres in size of which 185 acres 
are improved. Mixed farming is universal. About one-third of total income 
is obtained, through the sale of cattle and hogs respectively, about 20 per- 
cent from grain receipts and 10 percent from butterfat sales to creameries. 
Poultry raising, principally for egg productoin is gaining in importance. 


46. TRADING AREA 
North - 40 miles. West - 9 miles. 
South - 10 miles. East - 15 miles. 

47. POPULATION 
Trading area population, 1956 census - 5,855 


Town population, 1956 census - 563 
Town population at March 1959, est. - 617 
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43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 


and 
8 
= Lael 
Sy a 88 
Hm oO I © 
Sa: Z so '¢ 
2 Disease 3 
} ° 
Bs Ses gs 
Auctioneer 1- -—- — Implements (Farm) 6 — — 6 
Banks 2- —_—_ — Insurance & Real 
Butchers 3 — 1 3 Estate 1—- —- — 
Building Contractors 1 —- — — Laundry 
Cartage Delivery 1—- —_— — (Dry Cleaners) 2 2 — 2 
Clothing (Mens) 1— — 1 Lumber Yards 2— 2 2 
Clothing (Womens) 1 —- — 1 Oil Distributors 3 — 3; — 
Concrete Works 2 2 o— 2 Optician 1 calling weekly 
Confectionary 3 o— — 3 Photographers 1 1— sh 
Coal Dealers 2 —>— — 2 Piumbers 1—- — — 
Cold Storage Locker 1 — 1 1 Printing Shops i—_— — 
Doctors 1 —_— — — Propane Gas Dealer 1 — — 1 
Drug Store 1—-_— — 1 Restaurants 2 —-— — — 
Egg Grading Station 1 1 1 1 Seed Cleaning Plant 1 1 1 — 
Electrical Appliance 1 — — 1 Shoe Repairs 1 1 — 1 
Electrical Contractors1 —_ — — Sporting Goods See Hardware 
Funeral Parlors 1 —_— — — Tailors 2—_— — 2 
Furniture Stores 1 — — 1 Theatres 1 —_  — 
Garage & Service Tinsmith 1 1 — 1 
Stations 5 — — 5 Variety Stores 1—-_ — 1 
General Stores $s — — 3 Vulcanizing 1 1— 1 
Grain Elevators 5 total cap. 235,000 bu. Welding and 
Hairdressers 2 —-— —> — Machine Shop 1 1 — 1 
Hardware 3; —- — 3 Woodworking 1 — 1 
Hotels | 
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Smoky Lake Is The Administrative Center For The Municipality. 


A Splendid New School Serves A Large District. 
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